Effects of prepartum milking on milk production and health performance.
A field study using seven Holstein herds was conducted to determine effects of prepartum milking on milk production, health disorders, and reproductive performance. In each herd, 80 cows (30% first lactation cows) were assigned 1 mo prior to expected calving date to one of two treatments: postpartum or prepartum milking. The group milked prepartum was machine-milked twice daily at regular milking intervals beginning 14 d prior to date of expected calving. The group milked postpartum was milked for the first time after calving. The day prior to calving, 36, 33, and 31% of the cows milked prepartum produced less than 4.5 kg, 4.5 to 9 kg, and greater than 9 kg of milk, respectively. No relationship existed between days milked prepartum and prepartum milk yield. Lactation milk yield and persistency were not affected by prepartum milking. Prepartum milking reduced incidence of milk fever and mastitis during the 1st mo after parturition. Treatment was not a significant source of variation for reproductive performance or body condition; however, culling was higher for cows milked postpartum. Results indicate no adverse effects on cow performance due to prepartum milking nor increase in lactation milk yield.